What is claimed is: 



1 . method for processing checks, comprising: 

receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 
of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 
check drawn on the^nin^ikl account; 

making the amotmt of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 
generating a code th^indicates the check; and 
transmitting the code. 

method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving an authorization identifier before the step of making the amount of funds 
unavailable for\ise in the financial account. 



The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
determining whkher tftfe authorization identifier is valid. 



4. The method of claim Afh which the step of making the amount of funds unavailable for 
use in the financial account is performed if the authorization identifier is valid. 



5. The method of claim 3, further comprising : 

determining whether the authorization identifier corresponds to at least one 
predetermined authorization identifier. 
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1 6. The method of claim 1, in which the check data further includes an indication of at least 

2 one of: 

3 \an expiration date, 

4 a presentment period within which the check should be presented for payment, 

5 payefe^ and 

6 a bank nuiintaining the financial account. 

1 7. The method of\claim 1 , in which the code further indicates: 

. 

1 8. The method of claim lYinvwhich the code further indicates at least one of: 

2 an expiration date, \ 

3 a presentment period withimwhich the check should be presented for payment, 

4 a payee, \ 

5 a bank maintaining the financial account, and 

6 a time the code was generated. \ 

1 9. The method of claim 1 , in which the codkincludes the account identifier and the check 

2 identifier. \ 

1 10. The method of claim 1 , in which the step of generating a code: 

2 encrypting at least the account identifier and the check identifier to generate the code. 
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1 11. YThe method of claim 1 , in which the step of encrypting comprises: 

2 encrypting the amount of funds to generate the code. 
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1 12. The method of claim 1 , in which the step of encrypting comprises: 

2 encrypting supplementary check data to generate the code, the supplementary check data 

3 including an indication of at least one of 

4 an expiration date, 

5 a presentment period within which the check should be presented for payment, 

6 a payee, 

7 a bank maintaining the financial account, and 

8 a time the code vtas generated. 



1 13. The method of claim 1 , furtner comprising: 

2 creating a record that is identified by the account identifier and the check identifier, the 

3 record storing the amount of funds. 



1 14. The method of claim 1 3, in which the record further stores an indication of at least one of 

2 the amount of funds, 

3 an expiration date, 

4 a presentment period within which the check should be presented for payment, 

5 a payee, 

6 a bank maintaining the financial account, and 

7 a time the code was generated. 
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1 15. The method of claim 1 , in which the step of making the amount of funds unavailable for 

2 use in the financial account comprises: 

3 adjusting an unavailable balance of the financial account based on the amount of funds. 

1 1 6. The method of claim 1 , in which the step of making the amount of funds unavailable for 

2 use in the financial account comprises: 

3 transferringvthe amount of funds from the financial account. 

1 17. The method of claim 16, in which the step of transferring the amount of funds from the 

2 financial account comprises\ 

3 transferring the amount\)f fundk from the financial account to an inaccessible account. 

1 18. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 determining an available balancfe of the financial account; 

3 and in which the step of making the amount of funds unavailable is performed only if the 

. 

1 19. A method for processing checks, comprising- 

2 receiving a code; \ 

3 determining check data based on the code, the check data including 

4 an amount of funds that is unavailable for usfe in a financial account, the amount 

5 of funds reserved for payment with a check; and \ 

6 transmitting a message that indicates the amount of fundk 
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20. The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

receiving a signal representing a request to ascertain whether the check has been claimed; 

determining whether the check has been claimed; and 

transmitting a message indicating whether the check has been claimed. 

2 1 . The method of claim 20, further comprising: 

if the checlt has not been claimed, storing an indication that the check has been claimed. 



22. 



The method of claim 19, in which the check data further includes 
nt\ 



an account identifier that indicates the financial account, and 
a check identifier that indicates the check, the check being drawn on the financial 




account. 



23. The method of claim 19, in whftjh the message further indicates at least one of the 
financial account and the check. 




24. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

determining supplementary check data bas\d on the code, the supplementary check data 
including an indication of at least one of 
an expiration date, 

a presentment period within which the checl^ should be presented for payment, 
a payee, 

a bank maintaining the financial account, 
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v * a time the code was generated, and 
\ whether the check was cashed. 

25. The method of claim 24, in which the message further indicates the supplementary check 
data. \ 

26. The method of claim\19, further comprising: 
receiving a request indicating a requested amount; 

and in which the step of transmitting a message comprises: 

transmitting a message indicating whether the requested amount is greater than the 
amount of funds. avx\ 

27. A method for processing checks, comprising: 

receiving a signal indicating a request to pay on a check, the signal further representing a 
check identifier, an account identifier and a first amount of funds, the account identifier 
indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial 
account; and \ 

making the first amount of funds available for use in thesfinancial account. 

28. A mfctfiod for processing checks, comprising: 

receiving a^de thafft encrypted with an amount of funds, the amount of funds reserved 
for payment with a predetermined check; and 

decrypting the code toS^etermine the amount of funds. 
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29. The method of claim 28, further comprising: 
receiving a request indicating a requested amount; and 

transmitting a message indicating whether the requested amount is greater than the 
amount of fluids. 

30. The methoc^pf claim 28, in which the code is further encrypted with an account identifier 
indicating a financial Account and a check identifier indicating the predetermined check which is 
drawn on the financial account; 

and in which the step of decrypting comprises: 

decrypting the code toMetermine the financial account and the check identifier. 

3 1 . The method of claim 28, in yhicl^he code is further encrypted with an indication of at 
least one of 

an expiration date, 

a presentment period within ^hich a check should be presented for payment, 
a payee, 
a bank, and 

a time the code was generated. 



32. The method of claim 28, in which the step of decrypting comprises: 
decrypting the code to determine at least one of 
the expiration date, 

the presentment period within which the check should^be presented for payment, 
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the time the cede was generated. 
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1 33 . Aonethod for processing checks, comprising: 

2 receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 

3 of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 

4 check drawn on tn^ financial Recount; 

5 receiving an aiMiorikatipfi identifier; 

6 determining whether \he authorization identifier is valid; 

7 making the amount orfunds unavailable for use in the financial account if the 

8 authorization identifier is valid; 

9 generating a code that indicates the check; and 
transmitting the code if the authorization identifier is valid. 



34. The method of claim 33, further comprising: 

determining whether the authorization identifier corresponds to at least one 
predetermined authorization identifier. 



1 35. A method for processing checks, comprising: 

2 receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, a payee 

3 identifier and an amount of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account, the check 



4 identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial account, the payee identifier indicating a 

5 payee\ 

6 reserving the amount of funds for the payee; 

7 generating a code that indicates the check; and 

8 transmitting the code. 

1 36. A method fo\ processing checks, comprising: 

2 receiving check data that includes an account identifier indicating a financial account and 

3 a check identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial account; 

4 determining whether the check data indicates an amount of funds unavailable for use in 

5 the financial account; \ 

6 determining whether tha check has expired; and 

7 making the amount of funus available for use in the financial account if the check has 

8 expired. \ \ \ 

1 37. The method of claim 36, in which the step of determining whether the check has expired 

2 comprises: \ 

3 determining an expiration date based on the check data; 

4 determining a current date; and \ 

5 determining whether the current date is after the expiration date. 

i \ 

1 38. A method for processing checks, comprisingX 

2 receiving a code; \ 
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3 determining check data based on the code, the check data including 

4 \ a check identifier that indicates a check drawn on a financial account, and 

5 \ an indication of a first amount of funds that is unavailable for use in the financial 

6 account, the first amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; and 

7 receiving an indication of a second amount of funds; 

8 receiving an authorization identifier; 

9 determining whether the authorization identifier is valid; 

10 if the authorizationVlentifier is valid, 

1 1 making unavailable for use in the financial account an amount of funds that is 

12 based on the first amount of funds and the second amount of funds. 

<\ \\ 

1 39. A method for processing checlas,\;omprising: 

2 receiving a code; \ 

3 determining check data based on theVode, the check data including 

4 a check identifier that indicates \i check drawn on a financial account, and 

5 an indication of an amount of funcfs that is unavailable for use in the financial 

6 account, the amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; and 

7 receiving a signal representing a request to mafte the amount of funds available for use in 

8 the financial account; \ 

9 receiving an authorization identifier; \ 

1 0 determining whether the authorization identifier is valiq: 

11 if the authorization identifier is valid, \ 

12 making the amount of funds available for use in the financial account. 
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1 40. yhe method of claim 39, in which the step of making the amount of funds available 

2 comprises: 

3 determining a current date; 

4 determining an authorization date based on the code; 

5 determining whether the current date is after the authorization date; and 

6 making the anw>unt of funds available for use in the financial account if the current date is 

7 after the authorization date. 

& \ 

1 41. A method for processing checks, comprising: 

2 receiving check data that mcludes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 

3 of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 

4 check drawn on the financial account^VA \ 

5 making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 

6 generating a code that indicates theYheck; 

7 transmitting the code; \ 

8 receiving the code; \ 

9 determining the check data based on the code; and 

1 0 transmitting a message that indicates the amount of funds. 

\V \ 

1 42. A method for processing checks, comprising: \ 

2 receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 

3 of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 

4 check drawn on the financial account; \ 
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^making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 
generating a code that indicates the check; 
transmitting the code; 

receiving a signal indicating clearance of a check, the signal further representing the 
check identifier,\he account identifier and a first amount of funds; 

determining)based on the account identifier and the check identifier, a second amount of 
funds that is unavailable for use in the financial account; 

determining whetnfer the first amount of funds is not greater than the second amount of 
funds; and \ 

making the second amount of funds available for use in the financial account if the first 
amount of funds is not greater thaAthe second amount of funds. 

xl 43. A method for processing checksi dom^arising: 
receiving a code; \ 

determining check data based on the code, the check data including 

a check identifier that indicated a check drawn on a financial account; 
determining whether the check has beenVlaimed; and 
transmitting a message indicating whetherthe check has been claimed. 

44. The method of claim 43, further comprising: \ 

if the check has not been claimed, storing an indication that the check has been claimed. 

45. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: \ 
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\a voice response unit operative to receive signals from a telephone, the signals 
representing check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount of 
funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 
check drawnVm the financial account; 

means iW making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; and 

means for generating a code that indicates the check; 

and in which t^e voice response unit is further operative to transmit the signals 
representing the code to the telephone. 

x \ 

46. An apparatus for processingkchecks, comprising: 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the srorage device, 

the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 
the processor operative with the program to: 

receive check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an 
amount of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier 
indicating a check drawn on the financial account;\ 

make the amount of funds unavailabl^for use in the financial account; 

transmit the code. \ 

47. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: \ 
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3 Veceiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 

4 of fundsAthe account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 

5 check drawn on the financial account; 

6 making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 

7 generating, a code that indicates the check; and 

8 transmitting the code. 
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1 48. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: 

2 a storage device; and 

3 a processor connected to tfijb storage device, 

4 the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 

5 the processor operative with the^program to: 

6 receive a code; 

7 determine check data based <ki the code, the check data including 

8 an amount of funds that is unavailable for use \l a financial account, the amount of funds 

9 reserved for payment with a check; and 
1 0 transmit a message that indicates th&amount of funds. 



1 49. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 

2 method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

3 receiving a code; 

4 determining check data based on the code, the check data including 
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5 an amount of funds that is unavailable for use in a financial account, the amount 

v 

6 of funcK reserved for payment with a check; and 

7 transmitting a message that indicates the amount of funds. 



I 
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1 50. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: 

2 a storage device; and 

3 a processor connected to the storage device, 

4 the storage device scoring a program for controlling the processor; and 

5 the processor operatives with the program to: 

6 receive a signal iVlicating a request to pay on a check, the signal further 

7 representing a check identifier, an account identifier and a first amount of funds, the account 

8 identifier indicating a financial account a^d the check identifier indicating a check drawn on the 

9 financial account; and 
make the first amount of fuAdk available for use in the financial account. 
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51. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

receiving a signal indicating a request to pay on a check, the signal further representing a 
check identifier, an account identifier and a first amounhof funds, the account identifier 
indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial 
account; and 

making the first amount of funds available for use in theVinancial account. 



42 



1 52. I An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: 

2 \ storage device; and 

3 a processor connected to the storage device, 

4 the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 

5 the processor operative with the program to: 

6 receive a code that is encrypted with an amount of funds, the amount of funds 

7 reserved for payment Vith a predetermined check; and 

8 decrypt tn^ code t9 determine the amount of funds. 

V 

1 53. A computer readable AedilirP&encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 

2 method for processing checks, tne method comprising: 

3 receiving a code that is encrypted with an amount of funds, the amount of funds reserved 

4 for payment with a predetermined check; and 

5 decrypting the code to determinable amount of funds. 



1 54. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: 

2 a storage device; and 

3 a processor connected to the storage devicfc 

4 the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 

5 the processor operative with the program to: 

6 receive check data that includes an accoui\t identifier, a check identifier, and an 

7 amount of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier 

8 indicating a check drawn on the financial account; 
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receive an authorization identifier; 
determine whether the authorization identifier is valid; 
make the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account if the 
authorization identifier is valid; 

generate a code that indicates the check; and 

transmit the code if the authorization identifier is valid. 

55. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 
of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 
check drawn on the financial account; 

receiving an authorization identifier; 

determining whether the authorization identifier is valid; 

making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account if the 
authorization identifier is valid; 

generating a code that indicates the check; and 

transmitting the code if the authorization identifier is valid. 

56. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising: 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device, 

the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 
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the processor operative with the program to: 
\ receive check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, a payee 
identifier and an amount of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account, the check 
identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial account, the payee identifier indicating a 
payee; \ 

reserve the amount of funds for the payee; 
generate a code that indicates the check; and 
transmit me code. 

*( \ 

57. A computer readable iridium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, tnfe method comprising: 

receiving check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, a payee 
identifier and an amount of funds, theHisgpVit identifier indicating a financial account, the check 
identifier indicating a check drawn on thk financial account, the payee identifier indicating a 
payee; \ 

reserving the amount of funds for the payee; 

generating a code that indicates the checkiand 

transmitting the code. \ 

V \ 

58. An apparatus for processing checks, comprising:\ 

a storage device; and \ 

a processor connected to the storage device, \ 

the storage device storing a program for controlling theVprocessor; and 
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5 \the processor operative with the program to: 

6 \ receive check data that includes an account identifier indicating a financial 

7 account a^d a check identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial account; 

8 \ determine whether the check data indicates an amount of funds unavailable for 

9 use in the financial account; 

1 0 determine whether the check has expired; and 

11 make tn? amount of funds available for use in the financial account if the check 

12 has expired. 



o 
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59. A computer readable rriedium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

receiving check data that includes an account identifier indicating a financial account and 
a check identifier indicating a check drawn on the financial account; 

determining whether the checka^ta\indicates an amount of funds unavailable for use in 
the financial account; 

determining whether the check has expired; and 

making the amount of funds available fo{ use in the financial account if the check has 
expired. 
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An apparatus for processing checks, comprising 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device, 
the storage device storing a program for controlling th^ processor; and 
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\ the processor operative with the program to: 
\ receive a code; 
\ determine check data based on the code, the check data including 
\ a check identifier that indicates a check drawn on a financial account, and 

\ an indication of a first amount of funds that is unavailable for use in the 
financial account,\he first amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; 
receive an indication of a second amount of funds; 
receive an authorization identifier; 

determine whether the authorization identifier is valid; and 
if the authorization ioentifier is valid, 

make unavailable for use in the financial account an amount of funds that is based 
on the first amount of funds and the second amount of funds. 

\ \ \ 

61 . A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the methoa comprising: 
receiving a code; \ 

determining check data based on the cede, the check data including 

a check identifier that indicates aicheck drawn on a financial account, and 
an indication of a first amount of fuWls that is unavailable for use in the financial 
account, the first amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; and 

receiving an indication of a second amount of rands; 

receiving an authorization identifier; \ 

determining whether the authorization identifier is valid; 
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Vif the authorization identifier is valid, 

making unavailable for use in the financial account an amount of funds that is 
based on tlqe first amount of funds and the second amount of funds. 

62. An app^atus for processing checks, comprising: 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device, 

the storage deviceSstoring a program for controlling the processor; and 
the processor operative with the program to: 
receive a code,^ 

determine check aiataibasfed on the code, the check data including 

a check identifier that indicates a check drawn on a financial account, and 
an indication ofian amount of funds that is unavailable for use in the 
financial account, the amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; and 

receive a signal representing a request to make the amount of funds available for 
use in the financial account; \ 

receive an authorization identifier; 
determine whether the authorization identifier is valid; 
if the authorization identifier is valid, 

make the amount of funds availableYor use in the financial account. 

63. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: 
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Ireceiving a code; 

determining check data based on the code, the check data including 
\ a check identifier that indicates a check drawn on a financial account, and 
\ an indication of an amount of funds that is unavailable for use in the financial 
account, the amount of funds reserved for payment with the check; and 

receiving a\signal representing a request to make the amount of funds available for use in 
the financial account\ 

receiving an authorization identifier; 

determining whether the authorization identifier is valid; 

if the authorization identifier is valid, 

making the amount c9f funds available for use in the financial account. 

64. An apparatus for processing imeclcfc, comprising: 
a storage device; and \ 
a processor connected to the storafee device, 

the storage device storing a prograiA for controlling the processor; and 
the processor operative with the program to: 

receive check data that includes ah account identifier, a check identifier, and an 
amount of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier 
indicating a check drawn on the financial account; \ 

make the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 
generate a code that indicates the check; \ 
transmit the code; \ 
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receive the code; 

determine the check data based on the code; and 
transmit a message that indicates the amount of funds. 

65. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 
method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

receiving chec&data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 
of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 
check drawn on the financiafsaccount; 

making the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 

generating a code that indic^tesjt^e check; 

transmitting the code; 

receiving the code; 

determining the check data based dn the code; and 
transmitting a message that indicatesNhe amount of funds. 
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An apparatus for processing checks, composing: 
a storage device; and 

a processor connected to the storage device, 

the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 
the processor operative with the program to: 
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6 receive check data that includes an account identifier, a check identifier, and an 

7 amount ofl funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier 

8 indicating a check drawn on the financial account; 



9 
10 
11 
12 
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make the amount of funds unavailable for use in the financial account; 
generate a code that indicates the check; 
transmit the code; 

receive a signal indicating clearance of a check, the signal further representing the 



1 3 check identifier, the ac\ount identifier and a first amount of funds; 



determine,\based on the account identifier and the check identifier, a second 



1 5 amount of funds that is unavailable for use in the financial account; 
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17 of funds; and 



18 



determine whethenthe first amount of funds is not greater than the second amount 



make the second anabunt of funds available for use in the financial account if the 



1 9 first amount of funds is not greater tl^an the second amount of funds. 

4 

1 67. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 

2 method for processing checks, the method comprising: 

3 receiving check data that includes an Recount identifier, a check identifier, and an amount 

4 of funds, the account identifier indicating a financial account and the check identifier indicating a 

5 check drawn on the financial account; 

6 making the amount of funds unavailable fc\use in the financial account; 

7 generating a code that indicates the check; 

8 transmitting the code; 
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9 receiving a signal indicating clearance of a check, the signal further representing the 

10 check identifier, the account identifier and a first amount of funds; 

1 1 determining, based on the account identifier and the check identifier, a second amount of 

12 funds that is unavailable for use in the financial account; 

1 3 determining whether the first amount of funds is not greater than the second amount of 

14 funds; and \ 

15 making the second amount of funds available for use in the financial account if the first 

1 6 amount of funds is not greater than the second amount of funds. 

V4 

1 68. An apparatus for processing oheoks, comprising: 

2 a storage device; and \^ \ 

3 a processor connected to the storage device, 

4 the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; and 

5 the processor operative with the pbgram to: 

6 receive a code; \ 

7 determine check data based on the code, the check data including 

8 a check identifier that indicates a check drawn ok a financial account; 

v 

9 determine whether the check has been claimed; and 

\ 

1 0 transmit a message indicating whether^ the check has been claimed. 

<*> \ 

1 69. A computer readable medium encoded with processing instructions for implementing a 

2 method for processing checks, the method comprising: \ 

3 receiving a code; \ 
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determining check data, based on the code, the check data including 

a check identifiertRat ijioicates a check drawn on a financial account; 
determining whether the che^\ha§^een claimed; and 
transmitting a message indicating whether the check has been claimed. 
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